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PORT LOUIS A-60 JULY 21 

1 . THE RESULT OF THE JULY 16 BY-ELECTION FOR TWO SEATS 
ON THE VACOAS MUNICIPAL COUNCIL WAS ABOUT AS EXPECTED. 

THE OPPOSITION PARTY, THE MAURITIAN MILITANT MOVEMENT 
(MMM), RETAINED ITS TWO SEATS, BUT BY A SIGNIFICANTLY 
SMALLER MARGIN THAN IT HAD REGISTERED IN THIS MMM 
STRONGHOLD IN THE APRIL 1977 ELECTION. THE MMM VOTE FELL 
BY SEVEN PERCENTAGE POINTS, TO 55 PERCENT, WHILE THE 
GOVERNING ALLIANCE OF THE LABOR PARTY AND MAURITIAN 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY INCREASED ITS VOTE BY EIGHT 
PERCENT TO 45. THE LATTER THEREFORE CLAIMED A "MORAL" 
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VICTORY. AND IT IS TRUE THAT THE OUTCOME WAS FAVORABLE 
TO THE FUTURE PROSPECTS OF THE GOVERNMENT, AS IT 
SHOWED A SERIOUS EROSION OF SUPPORT IN THE ELECTORATE 
FOR THE MMM. THE OPPOSITION PARTY'S SLIPPAGE OF 
SEVEN PERCENT, IF REPEATED NATIONWIDE IN NEW GENERAL 
ELECTIONS, WOULD CAUSE IT TO LOSE THE BULK OF ITS 
PARLIAMENTARY SEATS. 
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2. IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE BY-ELECTION THE NUMBER 
THREE MAN IN THE GOVERNMENT, AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
BOOLELL, FLOATED THE IDEA TF A COALITION OF GOVERNMENT 
AND OPPOSITION PARTUES, BUT THE MMM PARTY NEWSPAPER 
RESPONDED THAT 'THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO CHANCE" OF 
SUCH AN AGREEMENT. ON THE EVE OF THE VACOAS ELECTION 
PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM GAVE HIS SECOND PRESS CON- 
FERENCE OF THE YEAR, JUST BEFORE GOING TO KHARTOUM TO 
ATTEND THE OAU SUMMIT. RAMGOOLAM MADE RATHER VIOLENT 
ATTACKS ON THE MMM, THE SOVIET UNION, AND AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE ADOPTED THE IDEOLOGY OF MARXISM- 
LENINISM. THESE WERE NO DOUBT DESIGNED TO INFLUENCE 
THE ELECTION IN VACOAS. THE PRIME MINISTER ACCUSED 

THE USSR OF WANTING TO INSTALL DICTATORIAL REGIMES 
EVERYWHERE AND OF USING ITS MILITARY AID TOWARD THIS 
END. RAMGOOLAM PROMISED VILLAGE ELECTIONS FOR LATER 
THIS YEAR, BUT SAID HE IS HAVING SECOND THOUGHTS 
ABOUT TRANSOFRMING MAURITIUS INTO A REPUBLIC BECAUSE 
THERE OCCUR TOO MANY COUPS D'ETAT IN REPUBLICS. 

3. THE THREE-SIDED WAGE NEGOTIATIONS AMONG THE 
GOVERNMENT, THE EMPLOYERS AND THE TRADE UNION FRONT 
REACHED AN IMPASSE AFTER A SERIES OF MEETINGS THIS 
WEEK. THE UNIONS ARE MAINTAINING THEIR DEMAND FOR 
AN ACROSS-THE-BOARD TEN PERCENT WAGE INCREASE TO 
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RESTORE THE PURCHASING POWER OF THE WORKERS AND ARE 
THREATENING TO CALL A GENERAL STRIKE ON JULY 24 TO 
ENFORCE THEIR DEMANDS. THE GOVERNMENT BROUGHT LABOR 
WORKERS’ DEMANDS AFTER THEY SLOWED SUGAR EXPORTS 
WITH A SLOWDOWN, BUT THE STEVEDORES AND DRIVERS ARE 
NOW DOING THE SAME THING AND SHIPS ARE LINING UP 
OUTSIDE THE HARBOR. 

KEELEY 
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